22d April 1745]
Rhine Army, Coiguy, Maillebois, Conti, whoever it was, would send us the least reinforcement, when shrieked to. No outlook whatever but rapid withdrawal, retreat to the Rhine Army, since it will not stir to help us.1
'The young Kur-Baiern is still polite, grateful' (to us French), ' overwhelms us with politeness; but flies to Augsburg, as his Father used to do. Notable, however, his poor fat little Mother won't, this time: "No, 1 will stay here, I for one, and have done with flying aiid running; we have had enough of that!" Seckendorf, quite gone from Court in this crisis, reappears, about the middle of April, in questionable capacity; at a place called Fiissen, not far off, at the foot of the Tyrol Hills;—where certain Austrian Dignitaries seem also to he enjoying a picturesque Easter ! Yes indeed : and, on April 22d, there is signed a "Peace of Ftissen" there; general amicable As-you-wers, between Austria aud Bavaria (''Renounce your Anti-Pragmatic moonshine for evermore, vote for our Grand-Duke; there is your Bavaria back, poor wretches !")—and Seckendorf, it is presumable, will get his Turkish arrears liquidated.
' The Bavarian Intricacy, which once excelled human power, is settled, then. Carteret and Haslang tried it in vain' (dreadful heterodox intentions of secularising Salzburg, secularising Passau, Regensburg, and loud tremulous denial of such);—' Carteret and Wilhelm of Hessen' (Conferences of Hanau, which ruined Carteret), ' in vain; King Fried-rich, and many Kings, in vain : a thing nobody eould settle ;—and it has at last settled itself, as the generality of ill-guided and unlucky things do, by collapse. Delirium once out, the law of gravity acts; and there the mad matter lies.'
' Bought by Austria, that old villain !' cry the French. Friedrich does nob think the Austrians bought Seckendorf, having no money at present; but guesses they may have given him to understand that a certain large arrear of payment due ever since those Turkish Wars,—when Seckendorf, instead of payment, was lodged in the Fortress of Griitz, and almost got his head cut off,—should now be paid-down in cash, or authentic Paper-money, if matters become amicable.2 As they have done, in Friedrich's despite; —who seems angrier at the old stager for this particular ill-turn than for all the other many; and long remembers it, as will appear.
1  Adelung, iv. 360.
2  (Euvrts de Fridcric, iii. 22: Seckendorfs Lei/en, pp. 367-376. VOL. V.                                                                                                F